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Approaches to Learning in the context of an g
outcomes-based curriculum.

Pauline Joyce, Institute of Leadership, RCSI

Doctoral Student, School of Education, DCU
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Resear ch Question mi

* How does an outcomes-based curriculum influence approaches
to learning in an interprofessional postgraduate programme for
healthcare professionals?
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Resear ch Questions %&&

« How do healthcare professionals, as students appriie experiences of
learning?

« Do outcome statements drive student learning?
« Do outcome statements encourage or discouragetioimeof learning?

« Do outcome statements drive teacher activity,csiele of content, selection of
learning activities and assessment?

« What are the challenges to current understandifgident learning from the
lecturers’ perspectives?
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Research Design

» Evaluation Research
— Fourth Generation Evaluation, Constructivism.
¢ Phenomenology - Husser|
— Change in direction following data collection gveliminary
analysis.
— Previous research on approaches to learning uindegpby
Phenomenography and Survey approaches using imesto
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Main Theor etical/Conceptual Foundations é RC SI

« Deep & Surface Learning

« Barnettet al’s (2001) conceptualisation of curriculum change
around 3 domains of action, knowledge and self .

— Barnett R, Perry G & Coate K (2001) Conceptualisingiculum change.
Teaching in Higher Education. 6(4): 435-449.
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Operationalisation of the study

» 1 group of interprofessional postgraduate stud@nrt$1) —
senior positions in organisations, demographics...

Lecturers (n=4) — 2 full-time, 2 part-time.

External Examiner

One-to-one in-depth interviews
Pilot - 2 interviews
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Ethical I'ssues

My Role

Insider Researcher
Importance of Gatekeeper
Clarifications to participants

Timing & Venues of interviews
— Approval ~ 5 months

P Joyce — eMerg Presentatiori"bruary 2010

Data Collection & Analysis ES e —

Data Collection
— Interviews (Bracketing)
— Documentary Analysis
— Reflective diary
Data Analysis
— Giorgi's (1985) framework
— Descriptions are based on experiences withingheeat of that
experience.
« Step 1 Getting a sense of the whole
* Sep 2 Discrimination of meaning units
« Sep 3 Transformation of the lived experience into psycigidal
language
* Sep 4 Individual description of the situation

« Step5 The general description of the situated structures
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Empirical Findings

E% RCSI RCSI

Students:

Learning as Action
Learning as Knowledge
Learning as Personal & Professional Development

I ssues of note:

— The weighting on any one of these will dependhen t
student’s background from a professional perspectiyears
of experiencecurrent practices in healthcarand
motivation to develop their own careers and personal
development.
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Empirical Findings

Lecturers:

* Influence of own backgrounds and current statuheir
perspectives of student learning.

» Some lecturers challenging the learning outcomesrefining
them, while others, were quite keen to use themragerence
check and guide.

External Examiner

 Curriculum mapping

» Assessment — creativity, innovation, challengeppst.
 Students using their own individuality.

 Students applying learning to their own situatiand linking
back to evidence.
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Major implications of the study

Academia

— Pluralistic evaluation (Students, Lecturers, Enxdér
Examiner)

— Postgraduate Interprofessional Sample
— Contextual influences

Policy

— Influence of Curriculum Mapping

— Transparency of Learning Outcomes

— Evaluation method
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